3 l ; Eagle Mine — Lundin

In 2025 Eagle submitted applications to revise
their air and mine permits to allow for a paste
backfill process. KBIC expressed support for the
modification because it would increase the amount
of mine waste stored underground. In August
KBIC was notified that a corroded drain in the
Mill Water Treatment Plant was found. The drain
was replaced and while it appears that there was
no release, Eagle will continue additional
monitoring into spring 2026 to ensure there was no
impact. Unusual dissolved oxygen (DO) readings
in the Escanaba River, downstream from the mill
water treatment plant were the result of sensor
fouling. Routine maintenance by the USGS
should address the issue and will happen in
November. Garlicky smells were noticed near
outfall 4 and Eagle is experimenting with water
treatment to meet the narrative requirement of no
odors; they continue to meet the numeric standard.

Photo: NRD staff assist Superior Watershed
Partnership in collecting L
water quality data
downstream of the Eagle
Mine’s mill wastewater
treatment plant.
Sampling is conducted
alongside Eagle’s
contractors to verify
accuracy of reporting

¢ Photo: A view into the
& forested wetlands at
the Republic Wetlands
Preserve. This site is
managed by
Cleveland Cliffs and
offsets some of their
wetland impacts that
\ are the result of their
mining.

Tilden Mine — Cleveland Cliffs

Cliffs applied to expand the tailings disposal
facility (TDF) for the Tilden , damaging 32.5
acres of wetlands and 272 linear feet of stream.
KBIC submitted comments in March expressing
concerns about the conclusions. EGLE shared
similar concerns and requested additional
information. Ultimately the TDF expansion was
permitted in June 2025. In June, shortly after the
permit was approved, NRD staff visited the
Republic Wetlands Preserve and learned about
the on-going monitoring work done to evaluate
habitat quality and wetland function.

Copperwood — Copperwood Resources, a
subsidiary of Highland Copper Inc.

Highland Copper continues to pursue funding for
the fully permitted, but not yet active,
Copperwood project. Efforts to earmark money
in the Michigan budget were unsuccessful. In
September  the Export-Import Bank of the
United States (EXIM) sent a non-binding letter
of interest, indicating a potential debt-financing
opportunity that would help the Copperwood
project transition into an active mining project.
In October a revised plan was released that
appears to have incorporated improvement
advocated for by Tribes, including KBIC, and
GLIFWC.

Talon Metals — Mineral Exploration
Talon and KBIC continue to have structured
conversations that provide opportunities to
share our concerns and priorities. In early 2025,
drill cores from 2024 had their metal content
quantified in the lab and confirmed significant
nickel and copper mineralization. Drilling
continued at Boulderdash and Roland Lake sites
with drilling beginning in May at Boulderdash and
in August at Roland Lake. Exploration work in
Michigan ended on October 12™; drilling will
continue through the winter in Minnesota. A start
date for 2026 drilling in Michigan is not yet
known.

Photo (above): A drill core is many hundreds of
feet long and is stored in segments for easy
viewing. This 2024 drill core shows a massive




Mineral Exploration in the Western Upper
Peninsula

Mineral exploration across the ceded territory
continues to expand, with three projects
beginning in 2025. Green Light Metals is
actively doing exploration drilling in
Cheqaumegon Nicolet National Forest in
Wisconsin. Aster Exploration, a subsidiary of
KoBold, is pursuing exploration in
Menominee County and Perseverance Metals
Inc. is pursuing exploration in the Ottawa
National Forest. The USGS proposed to add
copper, potash, uranium, and other minerals to
the 2025 Critical Minerals list; this
designation could increase exploration and
attention on areas where these minerals are
found, including copper in the UP and potash
in the lower peninsula.

Critical baseline research for
understanding mining impacts

NRD continues to prepare for the increased
interest in metallic metal mining in the region.
Thanks to funding from the BIA and EGLE’s
Environmental Justice Impact grants, staff will
begin a 2-year baseline metals project to
quantify metals concentrations in streams to
understand impacts from future mining
activities. In partnership with GLIFWC and
USGS, we are developing a model for
groundwater resources within and around the
Reservation. If you have any questions about
mining-related activities in the ceded territory,
please contact Emily Shaw, Great Lakes
Resource Specialist, eshaw(@kbic-nsn.gov or
524.5757 ex. 423 1.

Community Environmental Monitoring
Program (CEMP)

KBIC involvement with CEMP continues in
cooperation with the Superior Watershed
Partnership. Throughout the year NRD staff
join SWP in collecting water samples within
and around Eagle Mine to independently show
that the company is meeting

their permit conditions. .
Revisions of the CEMP E. E
agreement  and  workplan -
continue and new plans will be I

in effect in 2026. Learn more EI—
about CEMP at this QR code —

E 1 E Check out our December
blog for additional details
about other mining-
related activities!
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