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DEBWEYENDAN (“BELIEVE IN IT”) INDIGENOUS GARDENS
Restoring Food Sovereignty in the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community
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…………………………… “ …………………………..

The communal love of place creates a different world of action.

…………………………… ” …………………………..

Robin Wall Kimmerer in The intelligence of all kinds of life

The First Treaty



…………………………… “ …………………………..

Food sovereignty is the right 
of peoples to healthy, 

affordable, and culturally 
appropriate food produced 
through ecologically sound 
and sustainable methods, 
and their right to define 

their own food and 
agriculture systems.

…………………………… ”…………………………..

La Via Campensina 2007

…………………………… “ …………………………..

Food sovereignty means to 
exercise autonomy in all 

territorial spaces: countries, 
regions, cities and rural 

communities.  Food 
sovereignty is only possible 
if it takes place at the same 
time as political sovereignty 

of all peoples.

…………………………… ”…………………………..

Declaration of the Forum for Food Sovereignty, Nyéléni 2007:5

What is Food Sovereignty?



…………………………… “ …………………………..

Food sovereignty asserts the need for sovereignty 
within sovereignty.

…………………………… ” …………………………..

Audra Simpson 2014:10
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Treaty of 1836, 7 Stat. 491. ―Article Thirteenth. 
The Indians stipulate for the right of hunting on the 

lands ceded, with the other usual privileges of 
occupancy, until the land is required for settlement.

Treaty of 1837, 7 Stat. 536. ―Article 5. 
The privilege of hunting, fishing, and gathering the 

wild rice, upon the lands, the rivers and the lakes 
included in the territory ceded, is guaranteed to the 

Indians, during the pleasure of the President…

Treaty of 1842, 7 Stat. 591. ―Article II. 
The Indians stipulate for the right of hunting on the 
ceded territory, with the other usual privileges of 

occupancy, until required to remove by the President…

Treaty of 1854, 10 Stat. 1109. ―Article 11.
And such of them as reside in the territory hereby 

ceded, shall have the right to hunt and fish therein, 
until otherwise ordered by the President.

52 Anishinaabe Treaties include food-related provisions – 107 Articles in total (Reinhardt & Moses 2019)

Sovereign Nations

Treaty-

established 

ceded territories

Treaty-

established 

Reservations



…………………………… “ …………………………..

We believe that food sovereignty is 
the ability to feed ourselves and feed 

ourselves well; a state of being in 
which our community is able to have 

a safe, culturally acceptable, and 
nutritionally adequate diet through a 

sustainable food system that 
promotes community self-reliance 
and social justice throughout the 
1842 Treaty ceded-territory. Our 
territory is rich with Indigenous 

gardens where food and medicines 
abound throughout our forest and 

water landscape.

…………………………… ” …………………………..

Keweenaw Bay Indian Community 2018

Keweenaw Bay Indian Community (KBIC)

1837 Michigan Statehood

1936 KBIC federal recognition

1971 People v. Jondreau

1978 American Indian Religious 

Freedom & Indian Child Welfare 

Acts

1988 KBIC fish hatchery

1989 Great Lakes Indian Fish & 

Wildlife Commission

1999 KBIC Natural Resources 

Department



“Promoting Intergenerational Learning and Access to Healthy Foods and Medicines”

Project goals:

1) Peoples’ Garden improvements: 

electricity, water & sewer, and garden 

supplies and equipment (L’Anse) 

2) Community Garden workshop 

experiences, from soil and seed to 

harvest, preparation, and storage

3) Landscape Gathering workshop 

experiences, focused on foraged foods 

and medicines of the Ojibwa people

Debweyendan (“believe in it”) Indigenous Gardens



Community Garden Workshops

31 May Orientation & Community Garden 

Etiquette
28 June Soil Preparation and Planting
18 July Garden Care and Plant Nurturing

16 Aug Naanaagadawendam Reciprocity, 

Reflection,  Learning - Gardens, 

Plants & Gardeners 
Sept 7 Harvesting and Storing Food –

Making salsas 
Nov TBD Community garden reflection & 

2020 planning

Landscape Harvesting Workshops

15 June Preparing for Foraging Foods & 

Harvesting Medicines
22 June Everyday Medicines 

Aug 30-Sept 1 Manoomin (Wild Rice) cultural

teachings and Manoomin Camp
Sept 14 Mushroom Exploration & other 

Forest Medicines
Oct 26 Apples –American Sweet 

Crabapples sauce, vinegar, & cider 

pressing
Nov 9 Asemma (tobacco) teachings & 

processing

2019 Summer & Fall Harvesting Seasons

More than 300 different participants, more than 20 teachers



Each workshop infused with 
elements of ceremony and 

cultural teachings



Phosphorus (P) 49 ppm

Potassium (K) 74 ppm

Magnesium (Mg) 95 ppm

Calcium (Ca) 389 ppm

CEC 11.3 meq/100 g

Soil Type Mineral (clay loam)

Soil pH 5.4

Lime Index 63

Organic Matter 3.9 %

Soil Test Report for KBIC
"seed orchard" (May 31, 2018, #2ABL9Z)

Learning to 
care for the soil



Plants as a Role Model --
Companion Planting 
and Teachings of the 
Three Sisters



Appreciating the 
gifts from the 
Manidoonsheg –
Bumblebees, 
Pollinators
and other 

Beneficial Insects



How Plants Communicate their Needs to us –
Teachings on Reciprocity



Deliciousness from the Garden –
How to Use the Foods we Grow



Medicines from Grandfather Birch



Exploring for Foods and Medicines in 
the Forests – the Right to Gather



Something for Everyone –
A Genuine Celebration of 
Food Sovereignty and 
Community





Lessons in 
Appreciating 
Mushrooms



Autumn Delights and
Learning about the 
Decolonization Diet 
Project



In-Depth Teachings 
and Plenty of 
Enthusiasm



Keeping 
it Sacred






