Onjiakiing: From the Earth

“Plants have many purpases, all of them good. Some sustain men in their gowtfx and
existence; some ;cha/, others gr'vc beau?y and inner sﬁ‘cngi’h- "

“Plants can exist alone; but neither animals nor men can exist without P/anﬁs. Without
P/ants, or when their balance is disturbed, the quafify of life and existence declines.”
Basil Johnston, Ojibwe Henrtage

CAs Basil Johnston, Ojibwe author and lecturer, observes in his book, Ojibwe Heritage,
the Ojibwe Peopie havé a!ways hig]']]g rcspccteci Plan’cs, which theg believe were Pfacef
on Akii (Earth) Prior to men and animals. T]—ncg approac]-] p[ants humbiy, realizing that,
while P[ants can survive EnclcPendcntsg of man, nefther man nor animal can survive without
Plants for nour_is}'lmcnt.

Histoﬁcallg, Ojibwc PcoP[c have not only relied on numerous Plant species for food,
medicines, and utifitg items, but also have incorporatcd them into their spirﬂ:ual fives and
ceremonies. Johnston says that Ojibwc view P[ants as each Possessing their own "soul-
5Pirit" The character and tone of Placcs, such as vaﬂcgs, meadows, ba_rjs or hills, reflect a
mood intrinsic to the Plant fife that gows there. “Whatever the mood, !‘.aPPg, Peaccfu!,
turbulent, or melanchol ,itis the tone of that souf—spirit," Johnston states.

For the Ojibwe the ta ing, of Plants was, and is, often accomPanicd with the omCFcring of
asemaa (tobacco) and a prayer of t}1an|<5- Belowis a oontcmporarg prayer offered }35
GiiWcGﬁzhigokwe, Betty Martin, from the Lac Vieux Desert Indian Community in Michigan.

F’rayer for Ga’chering

By GitWeGiizhigokive

Oo Qo Manidoo
Odaapinow Asemaa,
| come before you and offer my asemaa,

with my tobacco in my left hand,
! Pgace iton tl'ic cart]‘t From where your li{:c comes
to ask your Permission

to gathcr.

| ask you to Forgivc me; ! ask you for hea]th, si:rcngl:l—t and life.
I i’:umb[y take from onlg your strongest Pari:s,
Never to deplete you for those who will follow,
! onlg take that which I need to sustain me or heal me.

I will cxplain to gou whrj | am tagcinggou and
I will leave you as untouched as Possiblc,
Trgéng to let you grow even stronger for those who
Cometo you later in need.

with alf of my strcngth, with all of my heart, with all of my mind,
1 witl walk gcnt!y upon you lcnowing that all t}nings are connected.
Evergthing that has been Placcc[ here on Akii (Mother Earth) is a Gift.
All of these 1iving t[']ings should be rcspectcd and are "Sacred.”

i ove our Mother Earth as we love our own Mothers
Protect her at all costs
To save her.. We save ourselves.



